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GLuCky’ Survivbr Of. Beach Fight
Says ‘Castro Has the Firepower’

CPYRGHT

1 was “chief of the legal
bection” with a rank equiva-
fent to that of major. But
bctually we had no formal
bnilitary category. There were.
b6 lawyers in our group. 1 was |
their ‘leader. ‘
On the way to Cuba some
bf s did not have too much

Manuel Pengbaz, 36, served |in the invasion. Apparently VOIS —TOT—TApTTet—orT

us Fidel Castro’s judge-advo- |only a handful managed to get|dead—of our 350 who went in.

sate during the Sicrra Mags- |away alive. There were 350 ghortly after we had landed,
tra. battle againdt Batista. He men in our group. We hit the ) : ;

) NI ‘ - -, Castro’s forces let go with)

later turned gpainst Castro ‘ O 5o 2

et |everything they had—jets,

sIRussian tanks and mortars.

and was with the Cuban in”
vasion forces lgdt iweek. He .

Our 1500-man invading force,
was aboard six ships. We

escaped by 7ubber raft and
sailed from a friendly Latin
American country six days

was picked up by @ merchant
hefore, :

vessel. He gove fhis account
“*he tirst batch  6f en

by radiotelephone to  the
UPI in New York. .
landed at Playa Larga (Long
Beach) at 0300. The operation
was very. slow and the men
were still landing at 0900, six
hours later, This apparently
gave Castto’'s men time fo
gather their forces and move
in reinforcements.,

President furng 1o
brother and specigl - aide”
Sorensen to help, him on
foreign policy. . Page A2.

Inter-American _Defense
‘Board bars Cubg from par-
ticipating in its secret ses-
stons. © ‘Pdgé A9.

Cubank claim United |
U States forces are Yafiging
their coasts. ~ Page Al0.

By Manuel Penabaz

United Press International
I am one of the lucky few
lwho got out of Cuba after last
week’s disastrous invasion. ﬁ
was thére three days. It was
the MIG jet fighters, the
Soviet tanks and the mortars

which defeated us. I
About 1500 men took part

1
'beach from a Liberty ship at
(3 a. m. last April 17. e
' Four compahions and my-|, During the landing we were
self evidently are the only subjected , to . allout attack.
But we kept landing.
They sank two of our ships.
They were the ones ~loaded
with. ammunition for our
tanks and guns’ '
My group managed to at-
tain its previously determined
position., We held its 'as long
as-.wg could shoof. We took
two prisoners. They were both
wounded, and we took, them
to our field hospf(fa,l',A where
our own men werg" b

treated. ", ,
Held Pb"si?dﬁ; b

‘We held our positions for
three days, without  eating
and with a minimum_ of Wwa:
ter. Here and théré somebody

uhe Gulf of Mexico took care

onfidence in the landing
craft, similar to the U, 8. Navy
eraft of World War II, that
were to take us from our
transport ships into shore. But
they turned out.to be perfect.
and .our landing was smooth—
until Casirc opened up on us.

Nevertheless, - we managed
to repel the initial attacks in
spite of -our inferior equip-
ment. We managed to destroy
two of their B-2Bs.

But they were able Lo
knock auf our air force-—com-
posed of B-268 — with their
MIG jets, their Czech anti-air-
craft guns, their 50-caliber ma-
chine guns. Castro has the
firepower. If the invasion did|

ot prove anything else,
proved that.

When the order to get out
bf there was given, five :of us
1eaded down the coast and,
God only knows how, .we'
ound a rubber life, ra%tl A
fegular Navy-type raft.

We no sooner got the raft
n the water when we were
fliscovered by some of Cas-
ro’s men. They fired their 50.
a.llber_ machine guns at us:
but” missed. ‘We paddled fran-
ically, and quickly put plenty
f distance between ourselves
nd-the shore. They then quit
iring.’ .

The marvelous clrrent of

1,

f the rest. - -
We ' were picked up: about
00 miles from Cuba by the

had half a canteen, or maybeé

just a cupful. S
After three days of fighting,

it was obvious that our inva-

mander, San Roman, gave the|
order to. evacuaie the aréas.
They were words we never
expected to he?';h;{ .
;+“Every man for himself!”
he shouted. U
"*We had five tanks, but they
were ugeless afier the ships
carrying the ‘amminition for
ithem were sunk,.
l» ‘Those same ships carried
antitank mines 'we had hoped
{to use Bghinst Castro’s tanks.
We all wore gamouflage

sion had failed. Our com:[jever in U. S. territory

reighter S. S. Louise, whieh
as passing by. '

There is one point T would
ke to emphasize. We were

: rior
the invasion. p
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